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TOBEATPAIN

Position available

A position is currently available within the Marie-Curie-ITN “Targeting neuroinflammation to combat
pathological pain in neurodegenerative diseases and chronic pain syndromes - TOBeATPAIN”.

Job context. TOBeATPAIN is a MSCA Innovative Training Network, which offers a research-based training
programme for 11 young scientists on how to investigate the underlying mechanisms of pathological pain
in neurodegenerative diseases, musculoskeletal conditions and peripheral neuropathies, with the ultimate
aim to delineate novel therapeutic strategies.

TOBeATPAIN combines the expertise of 5 leading academic institutions, 2 pharmaceutical companies and 1
SME, together with 1 non-profit research charity and 2 SMEs, from 4 European countries

As part of the MSCA ITN scheme, it is expected that the candidate will register for and work towards a PhD
degree, with the aim of completing this within the fixed term of appointment. The candidate will also be
expected to work closely with the other Early Stage Researchers, both at own and at other participating
institutions; to go on secondment at one or more of TOBeATPAIN institutions, and to participate to the
Network-wide training program.

Position:

A position on Neuroinflammation and pain in a mouse model for Fabry disease has become available. This
studentship is part of the TOBeATPAIN project based at the Div. Physiology, based at the Medical University
Innsbruck under supervision of Prof. M. Kress and Dr. M. Langeslag (https://www.i-
med.ac.at/dpmp/physiologie) and co-supervised by Prof. R. Chaudhuri at King’s College London.

The project will explore the pathogenesis of pain in Fabry disease, an X-linked lysosomal storage disorder
due to deficiency of the enzyme a-galactosidase A. The importance of innate immune system-mediated
regulation of cytokine expression in the peripheral nerve, spinal cord and brain will be assessed. The
candidate will perform immune stainings to explore immune cells in the nervous system of a mouse model
of FD, profile cytokine mRNA and microRNA expression and perform associated target gene analysis (QPCR)
and identify mechanistic pathways through a bioinformatics approach followed by validation in vivo.
Please submit your full application (including full c.v., copies of certificates, motivational letter and career
goals) with two letters of reference to andrea.deutschmann@i-med.ac.at; phone: +43-512-9003-70800.

The post is full time and fixed term for a period of 3 years. You will be offered a salary (€ 39,240/year)
plus mobility allowance and, if applicable, a family allowance in line with the funding body rules.

Requirements

H2020 EU funding imposes strict eligibility criteria:

- At the time of the appointment applicants must not have resided or carried out her/his main activity (work,
studies, etc.) in the country of the host institute for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately before
appointment under the project.

- Applicants shall also be in the first four years of her/his research career at the time of appointment by the
host organisation and have not been awarded a doctoral degree.



https://www.i-med.ac.at/dpmp/physiologie
https://www.i-med.ac.at/dpmp/physiologie

For more information on Marie Sktodowska-Curie Innovative Training Networks (ITNs), please see:
http://ec.europa.eu/mariecurieactions

- As part of the MISCA ITN scheme, it is expected that the candidate will register and for and work towards a
PhD degree, with the aim of completing this within the fixed term of her/his appointment. S/he will also be
expected to work closely with the other Early Stage Researchers, both at your own and at other
participating institutions; to go on secondment at one or more of the TOBeATPAIN’s institutions, and to
participate in the Network-wide training program. The candidate is expected to enroll into the Neuroscience
PhD programme at Medical University Innsbruck. For more information see:
https://phd-school.i-med.ac.at/

- Informal enquiries about TOBeATPAIN programme may be made to marzia.malcangio@kcl.ac.uk

Main duties & Responsibilities

e Contribute towards the programme of TOBeATPAIN, which has been conceived to examine the
neuroinflammation associated with pain in peripheral and central diseases and to identify the
critical non—neuronal cellular players and mediators involved in pathological pain signaling under
the general supervision of Prof. M. Malcangio.

e Conduct experimental research as required by the research programme.

e Collect data and undertake any appropriate analysis of data as requested. Provide and prepare data
essential to the Supervisor in preparing publications and grant progress reports and, as
appropriate, to jointly author with the Supervisor and other collaborators.

e Maintain appropriate databases, accurate written and computerised records and ensure that these
records are stored in a secure place,

e Maintain confidentiality of all electronically stored personal data in line with the provisions of the
Data Protection Act.

e Undertake literature and database searches for the research project, interpret and present the
findings of the literature searches and advise the research teams as required by the Supervisor.

e Maintain accurate and up to date records

Attitude & disposition
e strong background in molecular biology (qPCR, cloning, optogenetics, heterologous gene
expression, in situ hybridization), viral vectors, non-coding RNAs and interest or experience in
bioinformatic analyses of complex data sets
e Flexible and co-operative, effective team working and good communication skills
e Analytical skills with enquiring, critical approach to work, computer literacy
e Self-motivated and hardworking

MUI places strong emphasis on gender equality and seeks to increase the proportional representation of

women in this field. Thus applications from female scientists are welcome; suitably qualified women will be
given preferential consideration .

Application Deadline is 15" of November!
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