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Personal information

Place of Birth: Bludenz, Austria
Date of Birth: Feb 12, 1963
Citizenship: Austria

Acad. Degree: Univ.-Prof. Dr. rer nat Mag. rer.nat

Education

1987 1989 Ph.D. thesis in medical microbiology, University of Innsbruck
1981 1986 Undergraduate studies, University of Innsbruck, Austria and Max-Planck-Institute for
Molecular Genetics, Berlin, Germany (specialized in biochemistry).

Relevant Career History

Since 2016 Appointment as director of the Christian Doppler Laboratory for pharmacological cancer
immunotherapy, Medical University of Innsbruck, Austria.

Since 2011 Appointment as full Professor (§98 Univ.-Prof.) at the Division for Translational Cell
Genetics, Department for Pharmacology and Genetics, Medical University of Innsbruck.

Since 2009 Appointment as Director of the Division for Cell Genetics, Medical University of Innsbruck.

1997-2008 Tenure, Habilitation & Venia Docendi in "Human Genetics" and Associate Professor at the
Department of Genetics, University of Innsbruck.

1994-1996 Univ.-Assistant, Institute for Human Genetics, University of Innsbruck, Austria.

1990-1993 Postdoctoral Fellow, La Jolla Institute for Allergy and Immunology, USA.

Key personal awards

2002: Novartis-Award for Biochemistry

1998: Hoechst/Sanofi-Award

1995: German Allergy and Immunology-Award
1995: Austrian Prof. Brandl-Award

Career-related activities

Since 2009:  Director of the Institute for Translational Cell Genetics

Since 2007:  Board member of EC FP7 SYBILLA and ONCOTYROL for Personalized Cancer Therapy

Since 2005:  Faculty member of the FWF-funded Doctoral College “Molecular Cell Biology and
Oncology” and supervisor committee member of numerous bachelor & master students

Since 2003:  Board member of SFB021. “Cell Death in Tumours*

Since 2000: ~ Member of several Austrian and European immunological societies

Since 1994:  Academic teacher and examiner of lectures and seminars in genetics and signal transduction.



Reviewer activities

Journals:

Funding agencies:

Mentoring:

J.ClinInv., JExp.Med, Nature Commun, Blood, Proc Natl Acad Sci USA,
JImmunoTherapy of Cancer, et al.

Wellcome Trust (U.K.), Israel Science Foundation, Italian Telethon, French, Dutch and
Swiss Science Foundations, German Science Foundations BMfWF and DFG.

As a member of the mentor and/or supervisor thesis committee, he has supervised >50
Master’s degree and PhD students as well as >25 postdoctoral fellows, some of whom have

gone on to become staff scientists and independent group leaders.

Major international academic cooperation partners

Amnon Altman, La Jolla Institute for Immunolgy, San Diego, USA: T cell signal transduction

Michael Leitges, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John's, Canada: Mouse genetics

Josef Penninger, Life Sciences Institute, Vancouver Campus, Univ. of British Columbia, Canada: Gene editing

Research interests and major achievements

Research of his laboratory is focusing on molecular mechanisms signaling mediating tolerance induction versus

clonal expansion of T lymphocyte. His team has initially focused on the physiological involvement of distinct

PKC isotypes in specific immune cell functions, employing a set of single- and double PKC isotype gene

knockout mice as well as specific and potent low molecular weight inhibitors generated by his BigPharma and

SME partners. His achievements include the leading-edge discoveries of the central-staged PKC/Cbl-b and

PKC/NR2F6 signaling pathways and their key role in the control of cancer immunity. Genetic blocking

experiments have

shown promising improvements in anti-tumour T cell responses, thereby validating

particularly NR2F6 as an alternative and druggable cancer therapeutic candidate drug target for next-generation

immune-oncology regimens.
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